
Our consultation with the local community, to inform the 
community about the proposal and our preliminary design, 
started in early October 2018. This non-statutory consultation 
provided an opportunity for the team to hear from stakeholders. 
We are in the early stages of this assessment and our aim is to 
provide genuine opportunity for community and stakeholder 
input. 

GBM is proposing to expand the existing structure to meet 
demand for differing boat sizes. The preliminary layout has been 
revised and we have replaced a 25 metre boat that was closer 
to the foreshore near the Gladesville Bridge, with two smaller 
boats. We have also reduced the size of another boat from 12 to 
8 metres. 

We currently have permission for 99 boats and would 
increase this to a total of 130 boats. The proposal would 
increase storage from 50 to 115 boats as marina �oating 
berths and maintain 15 commercial mooring spaces. This 
would mean 31 additional storage spaces overall.  

We took feedback on the preliminary design from early October 
2018 until 10 December 2018, and have continued talking with 
the community since December 2018.  Our activities included: 

• A letterbox drop to over 800 residences in Drummoyne 
and Huntley’s Cove

• Two community information sessions attended by 40 
stakeholders

• Meetings with individual stakeholders 

• Setting up a  community  information phone line and 
email address with 53 contacts from stakeholders up to 
10 December 2018
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The marina will host another community 
information session during the development 
of the reports for the Environmental Impact 
Statement. We expect that this will be in mid-
2019 and it is an opportunity to meet with some 
of the specialist consultants, and provide the 
community with feedback on how their inputs 
have been considered in the design. We will let 
the community know two weeks prior to the 
proposed session.

Community Information Session 2019



Navigation

From community feedback from 46 stakeholders, we 
know that boating safety and access are important 
matters for the local boating community, and other boating 
stakeholders. We have heard from our neighbours and 
other users of the bay, that they are worried about the 
potential for incidents to occur with our proposed marina 
structure expansion and that they want to be able to 
get to the main channel. As a boating facility, GBM aims 
to enable its customers, neighbours and the boating 
community to enjoy safe boating use of the bay.

We have revised the design to ensure we maintain the 
yellow rowing line on the aquatic licence chart, on the 
northern side of the marina, to preserve the rowing single 
�le course and the current channel. GBM is developing a 
boating plan in consultation with the marina management 
team, customers, Roads and Maritime Services, and 
community users, to support safe boating by marina 
customers in the bay. 

The marina concept has been designed to allow access 
to private berths for both power and air draft vessels and 
we have made some revisions in response to navigation 
issues raised by stakeholders.  The design has been 
revised and we have replaced a 25 metre boat that was 
closer to the foreshore near the Gladesville Bridge, with 
two smaller boats. Figures 02 and 03 on the back page 
highlight the changes. We are also seeking to modify our 
gangway design to allow kayakers and other small passive 
craft to navigate close to the shore near the marina as an 
access option.

Noise 

We heard from 27 stakeholders about noise issues. 
Local residents are worried about more noise due to our 
proposal having more boats on the marina. We know 
that having a business close to residential properties can 
present challenges around noise. Any offensive noise 
is unacceptable, and marina patrons must comply with 
relevant legislation and regulations. Management at GBM 
is responsible for controlling noise from boats berthed or 
moored at the marina, and other users of the marina, and 
our marina manager is available to respond to noise issues 
at any time.

Users are advised they must not play loud music, must 
enter and leave the marina quietly late at night or early in 
the mornings, and that noise must be kept to a minimum 
at all times. The slipway operations are ceasing and noise 
from slipway activities will cease. For any work undertaken 
at the marina, including on berthed and moored vessels, 
GBM will continue requiring that staff, contractors and 
customers keep noise to a minimum at all times

During this phase of early engagement, 
72 stakeholders provided feedback on 
the proposed marina development in 
approximately 99 interactions. The �ve main 
themes that emerged were Navigation, 
Traf�c and Parking, Visual Impact, Noise, 
and Environment. 

Feedback 
themes %

Navigation 
issues

Environment (14%)

Noise (15%)

Visual impact (21%)

Traf�c and parking (24%)

Navigation (26%)

Bridge height and proximity (10%)

Water safety - impacts on passive craft (11%)

Water safety - Boat number increase (20%)

Main channel impacts (29%)

Local resident access from property (30%)
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what we are doing
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Visual

We know that people are worried about over-development 
in Sydney Harbour. We heard from 37 stakeholders that 
they are concerned about visual impacts from private 
properties.

Our design, while increasing the number of boats stored, 
is using space more ef�ciently to do so. For example, the 
realignment of the existing marina arms, and their spatial 
separation in the concept proposal, has opened up the 
marina, providing new aspects from the public domain to 
the waters of the Harbour and the bridge.

GBM offered marina neighbours who overlook the bay, 
with an opportunity for the visual assessment consultant 
to take some photos from vantage points to the Harbour 
and marina within their property. The photo montage from 
participating properties will assist those neighbours to 
visualise the proposal, and to assist us in appreciating any 
potential for impact arising from the development from any 
outlook they have to the Harbour.

Environment

We have heard from a number of stakeholders that they 
are concerned that the proposed increase in the number 
of boats and size of the structure will impact on the 
environment. 

Pollution and other environmental impacts from boats and 
marina users is unacceptable.

GBM consultants for the proposal will be considering / 
assessing impacts and mitigation measures in relation to:

• Biodiversity
• Soil and water
• Contamination
• Noise and vibration, and

• Waste management

Traf�c and parking

We heard from 42 stakeholders about parking issues. 
We know that local residents are worried about on-street 
parking in Victoria Place, the number of marina parking 
spaces, and potential impact from our proposal to develop 
additional boat storage spaces. In order to provide 
appropriate parking on site to cater for the additional 
parking demands of the proposed redeveloped marina, 
our Environmental Impact Statement will include an 
assessment of:

• details of road transport routes and access to the 
site; 

• road traf�c predictions for the development during 
construction and operation; 

• an assessment of impacts to the safety and 
function of the road network; a description of 
carpark arrangement for the development

The on-site parking will be designed to be attractive and 
accessible, so that it is fully utilised at all times.   

Noise   
issues

Charter vessels (2%)

Working on boats - contractors (5%)

Parties on boats (7%)

Working on boats - owners (8%)

Working on boats - unspeci�ed (15%)

Increase due to more boats (24%)

Not speci�ed or other (39%)
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Contact details:
      communityinput@gbmarina.com.au
      1800 810 680
You can get information about our proposed  
changes on our website www.gbmarina.com.au

Preliminary Planning

Preliminary Design

Project info & preliminary design 
engagements

SEARs
PTL

EIS Drafting

Formal DA consultation 
process

Determination

Marina Construction

Marina Operational
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Impact on private and commercial moorings

There will be some impact on private and commercial 
mooring holders. To address this GBM met with Roads 
and Maritime Services to determine how the mooring 
�eld adjacent to the marina could be relocated within the 
current boundaries, to maintain a number of commercial 
(15) and all the private moorings without causing too much 
dislocation.

GBM will develop a draft mooring plan and consult 
with affected mooring holders and Roads and Maritime 
Services, to explore solutions and ideas to resolve 
relocation issues. GBM will consult with local residents to 
help explain the proposed plan and its intent.

Amenity 

We have heard from stakeholders that they would like 
GBM to provide some amenity and will be talking to the 
community about some of their ideas about how we can 
make some improvements.

Stakeholders have asked about Howley Park East. 
GBM is in the process of seeking approval to undertake 
landscaping improvements and to provide a waste bin 
enclosure. This process is underway and is separate to the 
proposed GBM facilities improvements and increased boat 
storage spaces.

We are here

Figure 03 – E50, E51, E52 changes in boat size and number

Project stages
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Figure 01 – revised marina layout May 2019 Figure 02 – 15 metre rowing course clearance (yellow line)

Figure 04 – bridge clearance heights

Figures 01-04: Design changes and bridge clearance details
(digital versions of Figures 01-04 are available at: www.gbmarina.com.au/facilities)
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